
SUCCESSFUL 
SELF-PUBLISHING

TIPS TO MAKE A PROFESSIONAL CAREER OUT OF 
SELF-PUBLISHING



RUN YOUR BUSINESS…
LIKE A BUSINESS



PROFESSIONALISM

 Branding
 Some branding is visual
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◦ Branding is also the perception of you
◦ Don’t let your “brand” get watered down
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YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

 Not all self published authors do this
 Depends on intent

 Due to the need to publish rapidly, a schedule is 
important







YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

 Not all self published authors do this
 Depends on intent

 Due to the need to publish rapidly, a schedule is 
important

 Organizations around book launches help keep details in 
place





YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

Keep up with information about the industry: Blogs

 Christian Indie Publisher’s Association

 Independent Publisher

 Publishers Weekly

 The Creative Penn

 Digital Book World

 The Independent Publishing Magazine

 Alliance of Independent Publishers

 Authority Pub

 Self Publishing Formula

 David Gaughran

 Successful Christian Self-Publishing

https://www.christianpublishers.net/
http://www.independentpublisher.com/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/
https://www.thecreativepenn.com/
https://www.digitalbookworld.com/news
http://www.theindependentpublishingmagazine.com/
https://selfpublishingadvice.org/
https://authority.pub/category/blog/
https://selfpublishingformula.com/blog/
https://davidgaughran.com/blog/
http://www.successfulchristianselfpublishing.com/


YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

Keep up with information about the industry: Podcasts

 Sell More Books

 Self Publishing School

 Sell More Books Show

 The Creative Penn

https://www.authormedia.com/novel-marketing/
https://self-publishingschool.com/podcast/
https://www.sellmorebooksshow.com/about/
https://www.thecreativepenn.com/podcasts/


YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

 Start growing a collection of tools of the trade

 Good computer programs for ease in work

 Scrivener

 Quickbooks

 Microsoft Office

 Good books for reference
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YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

 Start growing a collection of tools of the trade
 Good computer programs for ease in work

 Scrivener

 Quickbooks

 Microsoft Office

 Good books for reference

 Tools and subscriptions to help organize/create work:

 Promo Republic

 Bookbrush

 Bookfunnel



YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

 Write without excuses.
 Write whether inspiration is there or not

 Schedule time for marketing that doesn’t infiltrate writing time

 The best marketing for any great book is another great book
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YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

 This is an ever changing market

 What worked last year doesn’t work now and won’t 
work next year

 Your best marketing is a great book. You are the 
publisher. As an author, it’s your job to write the book. 
As a publisher, it’s your job to sell the book. 

 Be FANATICAL about QUALITY – the business is YOU 
and the quality reflects YOU

BE THE 10%



YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

 Set the right price for your books

 If something isn’t working, you have the power to 
change it – either the price, or the cover, or the 
marketing 

 Don’t be afraid of trying something new – you 
never know what will work

 Get dialogue going with other authors to see what 
has worked for them

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about pricing
Talk about changing




YOU’RE A PUBLISHING BUSINESS

 Know business law for your city and state

 Seek professional counsel for taxes
 Keep receipts

 Understand business expenses

 Keep good records

 Give back

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Money strategies
Because people were willing to share information
If something works for you to reach readers, please consider sharing with fellow indies. Because this is a dynamic industry, it constantly changes. The generous sharing of information with fellow colleagues is how I have been able to maintain bestseller status.
My “team” is filled with bestselling indie authors in all genres spanning possible categories. We all share everything we know as we learn it with each other. Every genre is different, and some things don’t work across the genres, but we know to try because of the generosity of our shared knowledge.
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